Singapore is a lively and vibrant city offering. a high, yet affordable,
quality of life. The living cost of Singapore is significantly lower than
that of many developed countries such as Australia, UK and USA.
Mercer ranked Singapore 1st for its quality of life in Asia (Mercer
Quality of Living global city rankings 2009), as well as world 1st for
city infrastructure. Singapore is one of the most stable societies in
Asia.

The city fuses modernity with tradition while both are celebrated
in equal parts. Its a multi-cultural and multi lingual society. Living
conditions in Singapore are among the best in Asia, with state-
of-the-art facilities for education, shopping, sports and recreation.
The Global Country Brand Index ranked Singapore as the world's
2nd for its shopping, nightlife and dining. Singapore is one of the
best-connected countries in the world, with excellent sea, air and
telecommunication links.

e What to do

Singapore as a Garden City offers many tourist and cultural
attractions. The Singapore Flyer for a spectacular view of the Island,
will leave you spellbound. The Singapore Zoo, one of the world's
few open concept zoos, the exciting Night Safari and Jurong Bird
Park — one of the world's largest bird sanctuaries - are all world-
class attractions.

Students will be able to visit the recently launched Resorts World
Sentosa and Universal Studios Singapore. Ranking hotels, a
convention centre, museums and shopping attractions.

There are also various cultural and heritage centres such as
Chinatown, Little India, Geylang Serai and the Esplanade. One
must visit Sentosa Island and the Singapore National Museum, as
well as soak in the culture by visiting art galleries and attending
cultural events.

Living in Singapore




¢ Transportation

There is an extensive network of public transportation that allows
visitors to travel around with ease. The domestic transportation
infrastructure is marked by an island-wide system of buses, Mass
Rapid Transit metro system, Light Rail Transit and taxis. Land travel
to Malaysia from Singapore is possible with the Johor-Singapore
Causeway, Tuas Second Link and the railway operated by Keretapi
Tanah Melayu of Malaysia. Links with Batam and Bintan, Indonesia,
are maintained through state-of-the art ferries.

e Safety

Singapore is a safe city with numerous rules in place. In line with
protecting the city-state’s reputation as a safe travel destination,
the government has further stepped up security measures
following the numerous terrorist attacks in the world.

e Food

Dining and “Makan” is a national pastime so the choice for local
and international cuisine is wide and varied. The food in Singapore
is known to be very delicious, as it is a combination from the
different ethnic groups in the country. Seafood is most popular,
with dishes like crab, stingray, clam, squid and oysters. Different
ethnic and religious people also form groups with more specific
dietary preferences in Singapore. As there are many vegetarians
finding dishes without meat is not difficult.

e Culture

Singapore is a cosmopolitan society where people of different
races live harmoniously. The lifestyle of Singapore stems from
the inherent cultural diversity of the island. The immigrants
of the past have given the place a mixture of Malay, Chinese,
Indian, and European influences, all of which have blended in
as one. Behind the image of a modern city, these ethnic races
are still evident.The old streets of Chinatown can still be seen;
the Muslim characteristics are still evident in Arab Street; and
Little India along Serangoon Road still has its distinct traditional

ambiance. Furthermore, there are marks of the British
colonial influence in buildings all around the city. To
maintain a peaceful balance in Singapore, even the public
holidays are distributed equally among all the cultures.

Fast Facts

Capital: Singapore

e  languages: Mandarin, Malay, Tamil, English

. Population: 4,987,600 (2009 est.)

o Religions: Buddhist, Islam, Christian, Hindu, Sikh, Taoist,

Confucianism

Currency: Singapore dollar (SGD)

d Major Events: Chinese New Year - January; Hari Raya Puasa
- last three days of Ramadan; Festival of the Hungry Ghosts -
September or October

e Singapore ranked Asia’s city with the best quality of living
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